
olonial TimesC From Early Colonies to the Revolutionary War

 Bring  History  Alive           Write  and  Draw  to  Learn!

History Scribe
© 2004

 Copyright © 2004 by Westvon Publishing, LLC. All Rights Reserved



 Bring  History  Alive           Write  and  Draw  to  Learn!

History Scribe
© 2004

First Virginia Settlers 4

John Smith,

Pocahontas and Powhatan 5

The Pilgrims 6

Squanto, Indian Friend 7

Puritans 8

Wars in the New World 9

The Original 13 Colonies 10

The New World Melting Pot 11

Benjamin Franklin 12

The Triangle of Trade 13

Piracy in the New World 14

The Wilderness Road 15

The Proclamation Line 16

Colonial Life 17

Famous Patriot Writers 18

Colonial Times

Created and Designed by: Sherri Chekal  •  Editorial Content by: Sherri Chekal
Copyright © September 2004 by Westvon Publishing, LLC., All Rights Reserved.

P.O. Box 501 - Maumee OH 43537 - Info@Westvon.com - Printed in USA.

For Additional Information, Visit our Website at:  www.TheHomeschoolShop.com

Reproducible for one family’s use only.
Not for use by an entire school, school system or co-operative learning experience.

The Boston Tea Party 19

Boston Massacre 20

Continental Congress 21

Paul Revere’s Ride 22

Minutemen 23

The Continental Army 24

Important Documents 25

Crossing the Delaware 26

Valley Forge 27

The British Surrender 28

Thomas Jefferson 29

Slavery in the new nation 30

The Northwest Ordinance 31

Blank Pages                             32-33

Maps                                      34-37

Blank Display Page 38



 Bring   History   Alive                 Write   and   Draw   to  Learn! Bring  History  Alive           Write  and  Draw  to  Learn!

History Scribe
© 2004

When your children draw, they learn.
When they narrate and write out facts
and information in their own words,
they learn.  That is the simple secret
behind History Scribe books.

Just reading facts and information from history
books or watching videos can be easily lost with
most children.  They may remember bits and parts
of the information, however without a hands on,
retelling of the learning process in their own words,
sometimes this knowledge is easily lost.

However, children learn well when they are moti-
vated to create lively illustrations and write narra-
tive reports in their own words describing the events
that shaped our history.  Even a reluctant child will
spend quality educational time creating their own
versions of history facts that they will remember.
It’s like a comic book of history that they are the
authors of.  Your children will love History Scribe
books!

Each page is printed single sided, so that markers and pencils will not bleed through.  Sturdy solid
heavy weight paper provides a wonderful medium for your little scribes.  If you are using the CD
version, please remember to use a good quality paper through your printer.  We suggest a heavy
weight text paper such as 24# ink jet paper or even a lightweight Vellum Bristol cardstock.  You don’t
want disappointment when your little scribe is creating a masterpiece.

We encourage you to utilize the History Scribe books into your current history study.  We have created
topics that represent both historical facts and timelines as well as topics such as daily life, costume
and dress and the architectural structures and masterpieces that represent the time period.  You will
find History Scribe books to be a perfect compliment to your study.  We have provided several blank
pages in each book that you can use to fill in any specific topics that you want to address with your
children.   We have looked through many home education curriculum packages and books to create a
flexible and  complimentary book to your studies.

Also, there are maps of the regions discussed in each book to help your children get a good overview
of the region as well as a blank display page for special diagrams or drawings.

Visit our website at www.TheHomeschoolShop.com to learn more about History Scribe books and CDs
and to see examples of other children’s works.  Remember, there is no right or wrong with History
Scribe books.  Your children will delight in bringing history alive in their own words and writings. We
know that you will love these books and your children will too!

Editors



The First Virginia Settlers
Three ships, the Susan Constant, the Discovery and the Godspeed, left England from the
London Company and carried the first English settlers to the New World, seeking gold and a
river or passage through to China and Japan.  Instead they founded Jamestown, and had a
rough time of it, but managed to make it as the first English colony that survived.



John Smith, Pocahontas and Powhatan
Many stories abound about John Smith, but what is known that he was indeed a feisty adven-
turer.  He definitely helped to keep Jamestown alive as he was a hard working, no-nonsense
kind of fellow and he was befriended and his life saved twice by Pocahontas, the teenage
daughter of Powhatan, leader of the five Woodland Indian tribes in the area of Jamestown.



The Pilgrims & The Mayflower
After 66 days at sea, the Mayflower crept into Plymouth Bay with a company of people, some
seeking religious freedom and some seeking adventure in the New World.  They established
Plymouth and began a terrible time to struggle and survive.  The Indians of the area did much
to help to save them.  Our Thanksgiving holiday celebrates their first successful harvest time.



Squanto, Indian Friend
A member of the Algonquin Indian tribe, the Wampoanoag, Squanto had been kidnapped earlier
by sailors and taken to London and he speaks the Pilgrim’s language and helps them to learn to
plant corn, where to fish, and how to survive the first year in the New World.



The Puritans
The first Puritan ship, the Arbella sets out for the New World in 1630 loaded with Puritans,
people from England, who like the Pilgrims, wanted religious freedom and to live by the rules of
the Bible.  They were richer and more highly educated than the Pilgrims and brought with them
many of their people.  They established the Massachusetts Bay Colony and set in motion some
of the idea that build the foundation of American liberty.



Wars in the New World
In the early years of the original colonies, there were several small wars as the nations of
Europe established themselves in the New World. The French and Indian war was the last of the
little wars in the New World.  It was the British colonists against the French and Indians, not a
war between the French and the Indians!  Many of the men, who were important during the
Revolution, learned their military skills in these little skirmish wars.



The Original 13 Colonies
From the first colony, Virginia, and including the others; Maryland, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, Rhode Island, Massachusetts
and New Hampshire.   Maine is considered the 13th, however in reality it was a part of Massa-
chusetts for the most part.  Vermont was not a separate colony as well.



The New World Melting Pot
Already, there were many groups of people in the New World.  It was not just the English, but
the Dutch, French, Finns, Swedes, Germans and many others.  It is easy to think of the colo-
nies as simple English holding, but in reality, there were many different groups of people here,
all seeking a new life in the undiscovered country of the Americas.



Benjamin Franklin
An unusual man indeed, Ben Franklin was a scientist, an inventor, a writer and a great patriotic
American.  He founded many things, including the first public library, hospital and the University
of Pennsylvania.  He was the most famous of all journalists and his newspapers actually had
cartoons as illustrations.  He was an ambassador abroad and was instrumental in the war
against English.  He was a remarkable man.



The Triangle of Trade
The New World needed workers and other products and to export products such as tobacco and
other oddities found here.  Slaves were taken in Africa, shipped to the colonies, where the ships
were laden with resources for England.  From England, guns and cloth were taken to Africa to
purchase more slaves.  It was a triangle of trade and it made nations and men rich at the ex-
pense of the unfortunate African captured for a new life on a plantation in the colonies.



Piracy in the New World
Where most of the colonies were proper and civilized, North Carolina was a bit of a wild place.  They
were a very democratic lot; in fact they were one of the first colonies to refuse to pay some of the
taxes imposed by England on tobacco.  They even set up their own government, and put the British
officials in jail!  But they didn’t succeed.  The people from this area were involved in many things,
including piracy!  The pirate, Blackbeard, was popular among the people and all up and down the
North Carolina coast, pirates were many! It was a wild place.



Westward Ho!  The Wilderness Road
It wasn’t long before people started to look for more and more land to settle and in 1775,
Daniel Boone and 30 woodsmen made an Indian trail into a road that wagons could travel and
opened up the lands of Kentucky and westward.  By 1790 almost 200,000 people had gone
west on the Wilderness Road and established new settlements and towns and lives.



The Proclamation Line of 1763
The British  had a big problem.  How to govern 13 colonies with almost 2 million people and then
the French lands of another 60,000 as well as keep peace with the hundreds of Native American
tribes.  The King created a line down the crest of the Appalachian Mountains, with everything west
of this line as being Indian Territory and the east being colonist’s land.  As expected, this treaty
lasted, about 5 years until it was broken and the Ohio River Valley was being settled.



Colonial Life
At the beginning, life was hard.  There were no resources that the settlers were used to and adapta-
tion to the land of wilderness and Indians was difficult.  However as time went on, the Colonies were
very civilized and refined with  many inventions and way of life that people in Europe envied.  They
were far enough removed from the crowns to enjoy certain freedoms that no one else could.  They
established large cities such as Philadelphia, Boston and Washington and started universities and
other higher education centers.   It was a time of prosperity that was very fancy and rich.



Famous Patriot Writers
Writers would  enthuse and rile up the patriots of the colonies through their publications.  Some
with humor and satire, others were quite serious.  Benjamin Franklin would write his work as
Poor Richard and Thomas Payne was a very passionate man who wrote “The American Crisis”
and “Common Sense” Their writings were important at a time when communication was limited.
The printed broadsheet was the best way to get ideas and thoughts out to the people.



Taxation and the Boston Tea Party
The colonies were becoming more independent and King George of England decided to teach
the colonists a lesson.  He levied heavy taxes against them and he sent soldiers in that had to
be housed and fed by the colonists, and this angered the colonists.  In 1773, a ship in the
Boston harbor was boarded and the tea all thrown in the water to protest the taxation without
representation.  Known as the Boston Tea Party, it sent a strong message to the King.



Boston Massacre
The people of Boston were very stubborn about housing the British soldiers.  One winter day, a
British sentry was asking about earning a little money when a crowd began to tease and shove
him, being generally rude.  He called for help and a Captain and 8 soldiers came to his aid and
chaos irrupted.  By the end, the soldiers had killed five Americans and seven were wounded.  It
was unfortunate, however it helped to build outrage in the citizens of the colonies.



Continental Congress
A congress is a group of delegates, who meet to discuss and get action for their ideas.  In 1774,
the first Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and representatives from all colonies except
Georgia met.  They passed 10 resolutions listing the rights of the colonists, including the right to
“life, liberty and property”.  They wrote up a nice, polite petition for King George and hoped he
would consider their joint voices and complaints.  Needless to say, King George was not pleased.



Paul Revere’s Ride
Actually 3 men made famous rides that April night in 1775, warning that the British soldiers
were landing.  Revere was immortalized in a poem by Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Revere, William
Dawes and Dr. Samuel Prescott each rode that night, warning patriots of the advancing armies.
The minutemen were ready and waiting.  There at Lexington, the first skirmish started and it
was a “shot heard round the world”.  The Revolution had begun.



The Minutemen
American farmers and other colonists were called Minutemen, because they were to be ready at
a minute’s notice to help defend their land and liberty.  Many of these men were trained to fight
during the French and Indian Wars.  They were excellent shooters and choose to hide and at-
tack, causing more damage to the ranks, instead of meeting the British on a field of battle which
confused and angered the military leaders of the Redcoats.



The Continental Army
Established during the Second Continental Congress in 1775, this army was to be headed by a
young surveyor, turned solider in the French and Indian War, George Washington.  He was not a
great military mind, however he had an amazing ability to inspire others.  It is his courage and
honor that brought the rag-tag army through the war and to victory.



Important Documents of a New Nation
We have three very important documents that inspired the patriots at this time.  The Declara-
tion of Independence was officially approved and signed on July 4, 1776 and we celebrate this
date as our Independence Day.  The Constitution was finalized in 1789 and James Madison
wrote the Bill of Rights in 1791.  However, the Declaration of Independence got everything
going.  It was war.



Crossing the Delaware
At first, the war was going badly.  Most of the Continental army were not seasoned soldiers and
did not know how to fight.  It was a bitter war.  However after the battle of Saratoga, things
began to look up.  In a most famous act, on Christmas Eve of 1776, General Washington took a
group over the ice-choked Delaware River and captured nearly 1,000 Hessian troops in Trenton,
New Jersey.  It was the boast needed and helped with the Battle of Saratoga.



Valley Forge
The winter of 1777 was especially brutal.  Continental forces were camped at Valley Forge.
Over 2,000 men died from the cold and disease.  However, instead of grave defeat, those that
survived this bitter time became a team, a strong confident force, proud of their patriotism,
their country and their leaders.  They trained, they learned and they went on to defeat Britain
and gain their independence.



The British Surrender at Yorktown
General Cornwallis was a great leader, however in the end, he would be the one to surrender to
the forces of the Continental Army in disgrace.  The French Navy drove away the British rescue
fleet from New York and the British forces were trapped.  Cornwallis fought fiercely, however
bad luck was his ally and he had to surrender or face defeat.  It was amazing.  A little group of
colonies had beaten the world power of England.  A new nation was being formed.



Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Jefferson was one of the founding fathers of our nation.  He was a scientist, a writer, a
great thinker and philosopher as well as a talented statesman and politician.  He was an intellec-
tual, an idea centered man.  He wrote the Declaration of Independence and stirred a nation to
war.  He was an inventor as well as the father of the University of Virginia and served as our 3rd
president as well.



Slavery in the new nation
Many people owned slaves.  It was a way of life in the colonies, and was not always looked
upon kindly, however it was often overlooked.  Many people felt it was wrong and even as far
back as the early 17th century, people wrote about the ills of slavery.  The great writer Thomas
Payne asked how American slave owners could “complain so loudly of attempts to enslave them
by Britain, while they will hold so many hundred thousand in slavery.”



The Northwest Ordinance
As a new nation, things were a little rough and not always did we do things right.  However,
the Northwest Ordinance which gave equal rights for the territories of the west, such as the
future states of Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin and part of Minnesota was good.
There were various personal rights as well, such as freedom of religion, and trial by jury be-
cause this document also had a bill of rights.  It was an important document.
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